BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY.                                      531

went to visit his slave! (Yet 'twas thus my beloved) came, without having promised, and said
to me: I esteem you too much to let your heart remain in suspense, awaiting the fulfilment of
a promise. Then, between me and her, the star of union revoked in the sphere of happy
omen and felicity; now, it presided over the kissing of the narcissus of the eye (2), and then,
over the biting of the apple of the cheek.

Has not the love I bear you caused me sufficient pain without your beginning to sport (iviik
my feelings) and to laugh? Your mockery is more galling to me than what I have already
suffered! I should not care being sent to hell, were it not for the taunts (^>) of Malik (the
angel who guards it].

Many were those who, though absent, kept their promises towards us; but there were some
who, though present, disdained (to fulfil their engagements). They turned away and then
turned towards (us): they shewed an inclination for us, and then repelled us; they" first acted
as friends and then as foes. But blame them not for transgressing (ayainst it&]; did they not
transgress, they would have no reason to ask pardon.

Here is another of his pieces :

A friend begins by visiting another, either to drink wine (with him) or to hear the lute
touched (i^Jjz) by a female musician. Then he visits his friend, either to confide to him
his sorrows or to complain of the rigours of Fortune.

In another piece he says:

How much have I suffered from thy saying this and that; from th\ wavering promises and
long delays. A week passes over and a month, whilst I expect thee, morning and evening, If I
miss obtaining kind treatment from you, I shall act with exemplary patience. Love increases
by regular gradation, but thus also does it disappear. Take care! think not thyself safe from
the vicissitudes of Foitune; she attacks the powerful and leaves them abased. Methinks I
see the beauty of thy face receive from (approaching] wrinkles the order to depart (3), and that,
in thy fickleness, thou exchangest light for darkness; a very bad exchange 1 (People, then, on seeing
thy figure, would never) think it had once been as slender as a wand and (that thy swelling
forms had been like) rounded sand-hills. "When that happens, he whom thou hast not favoured
will rejoice in thy misfortune, but he who obtained thy favours will still be for thee a friend.

By the same:

I looked at the moon and the face of my beloved; and, to my sight, they seemed two moons.
Such was my embarrassment that I could not distinguish the human moon from the moon
of night. Were it not for the two cheeks which I kissed and the blackness of the hair which
charmed me, I should have taken the moon for the beloved and the beloved for the moon.
But one sometimes disappears and the other remains always (with us); and what disappears
cannot be compared to what remains.